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VOLUNTEERING COMPACT, RURAL AND REMOTE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

26. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and 
Youth:   

I understand that the proposed volunteering compact will provide a framework for effective cooperation between 
government and the volunteering community.  How is the minister ensuring that volunteers and community 
organisations in rural and remote Western Australia have input into a significant government initiative?  

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for his question as it provides me with the opportunity to inform the House of the 
consultation process we have undertaken over the past couple of months.  The volunteering reference group, 
which is chaired by my colleague the member for Mandurah, recognises the critical role of volunteers throughout 
the State.  We have had nine consultation exercises.  The first was in Geraldton in July, and seven were in 
country Western Australia.  The reference group will undertake a Westlink broadcast next week on Thursday, 22 
August.  I ask country members in particular to listen to this.  Recipients of the broadcast will include the State’s 
83 telecentres.  The broadcast will provide volunteers and organisations outside the metropolitan area with an 
additional opportunity to comment on the volunteering compact.  People are also able to comment on the 
development of the compact via the Internet.  This is particularly useful for people living in rural and remote 
Western Australia who have access to the Internet.  As part of the process we established, seven of the nine 
consultation sessions were held in regional Western Australia, 83 telecentres will take part in a broadcast next 
Thursday, and other people are able to participate through the Internet.  I am confident that this process will 
enable the reference group to gain feedback on what will be a very important tool for the volunteering sector and 
government, and will provide as many volunteer organisations as possible with the opportunity to input.  
 


